John Fiske

4spreads' on Class-day than a man can go to in a
month."

It was hoped by Fiske's friends that a better
understanding of his philosophical views, and the
demonstration of his rare qualifications for histori-
cal instruction would greatly mitigate, if not en-
tirely overcome,, the theologic prejudice against
him at the college, so that he might at least be
given the Assistant Professorship of History. But
it should be considered that the controversy over
Darwinism and Evolution was at its height, and
that Positivism, Darwinism, and Evolution were
jumbled together by the theological folk as the
latest form of scientific infidelity, which not only
antagonized common sense, but also Insulted a
divinely revealed religion by presenting man with
his rational mind as descended (we should now say
ascended) from a Simian ancestry. It should also
be considered that the theologic dogma of man's
special creation by Divine fiat was affirmed within
the college as an ultimate truth of science by Agas^
siz, with all the weight of his great influence.

Fiske's pronounced Darwinian and Evolution-
ary views had the effect, therefore, of uniting all
these influences into a bitter opposition to his
holding any permanent position in the instruction
at the college; and the opposition was so pro-
nounced that President Eliot did not again nomi-
nate him.

Fiske's labors in the Department of History, for
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